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 Introduction 
 
 
 



The Rigveda 
  
 The Rigveda is the oldest of all the Vedas. Rigveda is an 

ancient Indian religious book.It is counted as one of the 
Four scared Hindu writings,which are called 'Rigveda'. It 
was composed during early Vedic period. It contains 
hymns dedicated by sages to Gods Such as Agni (fire 
God) Indra (The lord of heaven), Mitra, Varuna water 
God), Surya (Sun God) etc. It contains the famous 
'Gayatri Mantra'. 

 



The Samaveda 
 

Sama means 'sweet song or melody'. It is an ancient 
Vedic Sanskrit text, and part of the scriptures of 
Hinduism. Samavda is a liturgical text, whose 1875 
verses are primary derived from the Rigveda. 



The Yajurveda  

'Yajurveda' is an ancient hindu scriptures devoted to 
the worship of the Gods. It ideals with rituals and 
hymns recited during performing Yajnas. The name 
comes from Sanskrit word 'Yajus' meaning 'worship' or 
'sacrifice' and Veda meaning 'knowledge'. Is sung of 
priest 'Adhavaryu'. It is one of the four hindu Veda 
and the main Vedic text Indian priests. It has been 
divided into two parts - Krishna and shukla Yajurveda  



The Atharvaveda  

The last of the Veda, this is completely different from the 
other three Vedas and is next in important to the Rigveda with 
regard to history and sociology. It has been divided in 20 
'Kandas'. It is associated with 'Saunaka' Paiplad community. It 
provides freedom from evils spirits. The Atharvaveda consist 
of spells and charms prevalent at it's time, and portrays a 
clearer picture of the Vedic society. 



 Important Features of Vedic civilization :  



Occupation  

The Aryans now lived a sedentary life, domesticated animal and 
cultivated on a greater scale than earlier suger-cane. Cattle still 
constituted the principal form of movable property. Elephants 
were tamed. However, the idea of private possession of land 
gradually began to crystallize. Wheat was also cultivated during 
this period along with barley. Rice is mentioned in sources but 
was not an important crop at this time. Beans and Sesame and 
pulses such as Moong, Urad etc. were also known. New arts, 
artists and craftsmen also emerged i.e. smelters, ironsmiths, 
carpenters, weavers, leather workers, jewellers, dyers and 
potters. Trade was also boosted. 



Caste System  
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